Open Letter by Iranian Legal Academics to the United Nations
24 September 2025
Dear Mr Antonio Guterres, United Nations Secretary-General

Dear Mrs Annalena Baerbock, the President of the United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA)

Dear Mr Volker Tiirk, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights

Your Excellencies,

While we, in centres of legal education, are entering the new academic year, and world leaders,
under the flag of the United Nations, are gathered in the General Assembly Hall to discuss the
main challenges facing our societies today, humanity is suffering profoundly from the breakdown
of the rule of law and the fundamental norms of international law in the current world order. We
are all mourning the tragic loss of our human rights-based international order. We, the undersigned,
a large group of Iranian legal scholars and professionals, mainly teaching in various faculties of
law both within Iran and across the world, are confronted daily by our students with the stark
question: is this what law in the global arena has become? Therefore, through Your Excellencies,
we respectfully submit this urgent call to the Member States of the United Nations to defend the
foundations of the UN rule of law system, the principle of human dignity, and the fundamental
norms of international law, especially with regard to Palestine today.

On 19 September 2024, the United Nations General Assembly adopted its most recent resolution
on Palestine, following the Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice (ICJ) on the
legal consequences of Israel’s continued presence in the Occupied Palestinian Territory. In order
to preserve the fundamentals of human rights in our world, we regard it as our professional duty
to call upon Member States and the international legal community worldwide to immediately and
unequivocally deplore Israel’s indiscriminate and disproportionate attacks against Palestinian
civilians and civilian objects. We hereby demand that all parties comply with their obligations
under international humanitarian law and respect the UN rule of law system, in particular the
obligations arising under the Charter.

The ICJ Advisory Opinion of 19 July 2024 has reaffirmed what decades of international consensus
have made clear: Israel’s continued occupation and its associated practices are unlawful and must
be brought to an end. Guided by the principles of the United Nations Charter, international
humanitarian law, and the erga omnes obligations incumbent upon all States, we reiterate the
imperative of compliance with these fundamental norms.

The ICJ has affirmed that Israel’s continued presence in the Occupied Palestinian Territory
constitutes a violation of the Palestinian people’s right to self-determination as well as of the
prohibition on the acquisition of territory by force (Advisory Opinion, paras. 103—156). The



transfer of Israel’s civilian population into the occupied territory, the confiscation of land, and the
implementation of extensive infrastructure projects amount to a clear breach of Article 49(6) of
the Fourth Geneva Convention and, in substance, to de facto annexation. As the Court emphasised
in its Advisory Opinion on the Legal Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory (I.C.J. Reports 2004, para. 120), such measures alter both the demographic
composition and the legal status of the territory, in contravention of peremptory norms of
international law. Accordingly, Israel is under an obligation to bring these violations to an
immediate end, to dismantle all settlements, and to provide full reparation, including the restitution
of property and the payment of compensation.

Under general international law, all States and international organisations are under an obligation
to refrain from recognising as lawful the situation created by Israel’s unlawful presence in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory. Moreover, they must not, in any form, render aid or assistance in
maintaining this illegal situation, but are required to cooperate, through lawful means and
international mechanisms, to bring it to an end.

The ICJ has recalled that the sweeping restrictions imposed by Israel upon the Palestinian people
amount to systemic discrimination, in violation of the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR), the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR),
and the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
(ICERD). Furthermore, the Court has affirmed that Israel’s legislative and administrative measures
have resulted in an almost complete segregation between settlers and Palestinians in the West Bank
and East Jerusalem, in clear breach of Article 3 of ICERD, which prohibits apartheid. The large-
scale killing of civilians, the forcible displacement of the population, and the deliberate imposition
of inhumane living conditions, all of which raise grave concerns under Article II of the Genocide
Convention, must be the subject of urgent investigation and prosecution before competent
international judicial bodies.

The prohibitions on the acquisition of territory by force, on apartheid, and on genocide constitute
peremptory norms jus cogens of international law, as reflected in Article 53 of the Vienna
Convention on the Law of Treaties. Accordingly, all States owe obligations erga omnes to the
international community as a whole: not only to refrain from any violation of these fundamental
norms, but also to take all necessary and effective measures to ensure their strict observance and
implementation.

The ICJ’s Advisory Opinion leaves no room for doubt: Israel’s continued presence in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory is unlawful. Moreover, the conclusions of the United Nations Commission of
Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem and Israel, explicitly
confirm that Israel is committing at least four acts of genocide in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory. The ICJ’s Interim Order of 26 January 2024 also reminded every country of its legal
obligations to act against genocide. It is now incumbent upon the international community to take
coordinated, lawful and effective measures to bring this situation to an end.



We feel a profound sense of helplessness and shame before our students, who question the
existence of justice in the world, yet who still hold on to the promise of the UN’s rule of law and
a world order grounded in universal human rights and human dignity.

Respectfully,
Signatories:
Iranian Legal Scholars and Practitioners

(Based in the Islamic Republic of Iran and Abroad)

Affiliations and academic titles available upon request.
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